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Appendix B 

METRC Authorship Framework 
 
Main results papers: These papers fall under the corporate authorship policy. There are no 
byline authors; rather papers are authored by “METRC.” Corporate authorship is inclusive. 
Corporate authors include (1) individuals involved in writing the grant, protocol and/or 
measurement plan; (2) individuals who made scientific contributions in developing or 
operationalizing an aspect of the study or provided high level managerial work for the study; and 
(3) individuals who participated in study development, maintenance, enrollment follow-up, data 
management and analysis as part of their job responsibilities.  
 
Protocol papers and secondary papers from one study: These papers fall under the modified 
corporate authorship policy (i.e., the byline reads Author 1, Author 2, Author 3 […] “and 
METRC”). Corporate author lists for these papers will be restricted to the study team and key 
individuals at participating centers. Corporate authors will include (1) individuals involved in 
writing the grant, protocol and/or measurement plan; and (2) individuals who made scientific 
contributions in developing or operationalizing an aspect of the study or provided high level 
managerial work for the study. Protocol papers should also include Protocol Committee 
members, key site personnel, and other individuals critical to study development as outlined in 
the framework below.  
 
Secondary papers that pool data across multiple studies: These papers also fall under the 
modified corporate authorship policy (i.e., Author 1, Author 2, Author 3……. “and METRC”). 
Corporate author lists for these papers will be minimal to include only individuals involved in 
writing the grant, protocol and/or measurement plan for the study from which the data was 
drawn.  
 
Tertiary Papers: These papers include: (1) use data from METRC studies to demonstrate 
methodology, rather than having a direct applicational status (For example, using study data to 
help illustrate a new means of statistical analysis);  (2) studies using data from a single METRC 
site; and (3) studies resulting from surveys of METRC sites. These papers do not fall under the 
corporate authorship policy because the work is sufficiently separate from the main study and its 
aims and results. However, because the paper uses METRC data, acquired through METRC 
funding, “and METRC” should be added at the end of the author byline. Any such paper 
proposal should be approved by protocol committee and then sent to publications committee for 
approval and review of the writing group. 
 
In all cases, writing group opportunities will be offered to individuals meeting criteria for 
authorship as outlined above. 
 
[See Table on the next page for summary]
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 Tertiary 

Methodology 
papers that use 
study data and 

Single-Site 
Substudies 

Secondary papers 
that use study data 
(e.g., papers that 
pool data across 
multiple studies) 

Study Protocols and all 
papers coming out of a 
particular study (e.g., 

secondary aims; 
secondary analyses using 

data from one study) 

Main results papers 

Criteria 
for 
corporate 
authorship 

N/A Involved in writing 
the study grant, 
protocol, and/or 
measurement 
plan…. 
  

…plus EITHER scientific 
contributions in developing 
or operationalizing an 
aspect of the study.  
OR  
High level managerial work 
for the overall study… 

… plus participated in 
study development, 
maintenance, 
enrollment, follow up, 
data management, and 
analysis as part of job 
responsibilities. 

Authors  Writing group 
determined on 
case by case 
basis and 
approved by 
Pubs Comm 

 “And/for 
METRC” (but no 
corp author 
listing) 

 Study PI 
 Study Co-PI 
 Other Key 

Investigators  
 MCC PI 
 Project Director 
 Study Statistician 

 Study PI/Co-PI 
 Other Key Investigators 
 MCC PI 
 Project Director 
 Study Statistician 
 Protocol Committee 

Members 
 Site PIs 
 Key RCs/staff at PI site 
 Study Manger 
 Study analyst 
 Other MCC faculty 

 Study PI/Co-PI 
 Other Key 

Investigators 
 MCC PI 
 Project Director 
 Study Statistician 
 Protocol Committee 

Members 
 Site PIs 
 Key RCs/staff at PI 

site 
 Study Manger 
 Study analyst 
 Other MCC faculty  
 All participating site 

AIs and RCs 
 Other MCC staff 

(e.g., IT staff, RAs) 
 Staff with 

substantial 
involvement in 
conducting lab work, 
building 
infrastructure, etc. 

 
 
 


